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Dr. Townley is the Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood 
Development.  Dr. Townley has been involved in the field of early childhood 
development and education for almost three decades.  Her work began in South Carolina 
as a public school kindergarten teacher.  Dr. Townley has served as a Child Development 
Associate instructor for Head Start staff, is a validator for the National Academy of Early 
Childhood Programs, and has directed early childhood laboratory schools at Chadron 
State College, the University of Nebraska and the University of Kentucky.  In her tenure 
as a Laboratory Director, she implemented full-day programming for infant/toddlers, 
evening child care, and most recently contracted with Fayette County Schools to 
integrate a Kentucky Preschool Program with preschool children from families who had 
the ability to pay.  
 
Throughout her career, Dr. Townley’s research has encompassed the broad domain of 
environmental influences on the development of young children.  As part of this research 
program she has investigated burnout of teachers in early care and education settings, has 
been part of the research team that is conducting the longitudinal study of the Kentucky 
Preschool Programs, and has conducted research related to children’s perception of peace 
and how early childhood programs might implement peace education.   
 
Dr. Townley has served as President of the Kentucky Association for Early Childhood 
Education twice, is a charter board member of the Kentucky School-Age Care Coalition,  
has served on the Early Childhood Advisory Council and the Child Care Policy Council, 
and has served as Chair of the Child Care Council of Kentucky.   
 
 
 
 


